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East Africa is characterized by great variety in peoples, cultures, and religions. Great kingdoms

have emerged here. The most ancient flourished in Nubia, in the Sudan, 5,000 years ago. In the

19th century, Queen Ranavalona of Madagascar repelled two European invasions, and King

Yambio of the Azande in Southern Sudan fought against slave dealers, a Northern incursion and

several European powers. Menelik II of Ethiopia thwarted Italy's attempt to colonize his country. His

wife, Empress Taytu Betul was a legendary patron of the Christian Church. The stunning history of

East Africa is told through lives and legacies of these royal figures and ends with a look at the

modern-day region. Beautiful illustrations.
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Reviewed with Sylviane Anna Diouf's Kings and Queens of Southern Africa. Gr. 4-7. These volumes

in a new Watts Library: Africa--Kings and Queens series offer a brief introduction to a few of the

major figures in the continent's royal history. In addition to biographical information about each

figure, the straightforward, readable text includes boxed insets that add a few very brief facts about

colonial rule; apartheid is mentioned in a few paragraphs. Although slim and generalized, the

volumes have enough information for report writing. They are enhanced by archival artwork and



contemporary photos, with pictures of modern metropolises offering an unromanticized glimpse of

the way Africans live today. A glossary and a list of resources conclude, though the organizations

and online sites seem geared more to teachers than students. A welcome offering to complement

African history units. Gillian EngbergCopyright Ã‚Â© American Library Association. All rights

reserved

From ancient times, great kingdoms have flourished in East Africa - a region of great variety in its

peoples and cultures. Portraits of some of the regions's most significant rulers provide a fascinating

look into history.
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